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A Train Trip Across Early Canada 
Creating a Travel Brochure for a Maverick Conducted Tour of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway  
 
Introduction 
Students need to understand how difficult the planning and constructing a transcontinental 
railway in time, manpower and resources was for the country in the late 1800’s, and how it 
became a source of great pride and achievement. How did the building of Canada’s national 
railway affect the development of Canada? Why was the building of the CPR so important for 
Canada? Why was it such a major undertaking? What problems were faced as it was being 
built? 
 
Project Explanation  
In this project, students will develop an appreciation of how the building of Canada’s national 
railway affected the development of our country. The CPR would be a major factor in changing 
the way if life in Canada at the time, its citizens, and its identity as it opened up the Canadian 
West. Students will create a travel brochure explaining different aspects of the building of the 
CPR from the point of view of one of the “Railway” Mavericks.  
 
Materials and Resources Needed  

• Mavericks: An Incorrigible History of Alberta 
• Examples of travel brochures from a travel agency or the Internet  
• Canadian Heritage Minute: Nitro -"They say that there is one dead Chinese man for 

every mile of that track," the old Chinese man tells his granddaughters.  
https://www.historicacanada.ca/content/heritage-minutes/nitro  

• A Brief History of the CPR  
https://cpconnectingcanada.ca/our-history/ 

• Railways in Canada – A Photo Essay  
http://imagescn.techno-science.ca/railways/index.cfm 

• Railway History in Canada 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/railway-history 

• CBC Archives: Chinese Immigration to Canada: A Tale of Perseverance 
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/chinese-immigration-to-canada-a-tale-of-perseverance 

• CBC Archives: Chinese Immigrants not welcome anymore 
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/chinese-immigration-not-welcome-anymore 

• The Ties That Bind - Chinese Railroad Workers 

https://www.glenbow.org/mavericks
https://www.historicacanada.ca/content/heritage-minutes/nitro
https://cpconnectingcanada.ca/our-history/
http://imagescn.techno-science.ca/railways/index.cfm
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/railway-history
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/chinese-immigration-to-canada-a-tale-of-perseverance
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/chinese-immigration-not-welcome-anymore
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https://www.mhso.ca/tiesthatbind/ChineseRailWorkers.php 
• The Legacy of Chinese Railroad Workers 

https://www.coquitlamheritage.ca/blog-pages/2020/7/30/the-legacy-of-chinese-railroad-
workers 

• Canadians of Chinese Descent 
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/asian-heritage-
month/important-events.html#a1 

• Alberta, Land of Opportunity – The Chinese Settlers  
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/eppp-
archive/100/200/301/ic/can_digital_collections/pasttopresent/opportunity/chinese_settler
s.html 

• Google Images 
https://www.google.ca/imghp?hl=en&tab=ri&authuser=0&ogbl 

• Glenbow Library and Archives Digital Collection 
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-
management/2R340826N9XM?WS=PackagePres&Flat=1&FR_=1&W=947&H=499 

 
Procedures  
Students will create a historical travel brochure about the building of the CPR. It will be written 
as if one of the “Railway” Mavericks would be conducting a grand tour of the CPR, and the 
brochure is to get people interested. The students should attempt to incorporate that person’s 
point of view as much as possible into the writing of the information. For example, a Chinese 
railway worker would look at the construction of the CPR differently than the people in charge. 
The teacher should collect sample travel brochures to share with students, allowing them to 
distinguish the important parts of a good brochure.  
 
The brochure may be created by folding a plain piece of photocopy paper into three sections or 
by using a software program such as Microsoft Publisher or Word. Students can either print out 
and paste on sections of information, or write the facts they found out about each section they 
will include in their brochure. They can draw or glue pictures found from magazines, books or 
from sites such as on the Glenbow Library and Archives Digital Collection or Google Images. 
The information may be presented as point form or in proper paragraphs, depending upon the 
teacher’s preference.  
 
Using the Mavericks: An Incorrigible History of Alberta information, as well as others listed 
above, students should research information on chosen sections from the following choices: 
 

• Facts About the CPR – length, cost, etc.  
• What was the route of the CPR?  

https://www.mhso.ca/tiesthatbind/ChineseRailWorkers.php
https://www.coquitlamheritage.ca/blog-pages/2020/7/30/the-legacy-of-chinese-railroad-workers
https://www.coquitlamheritage.ca/blog-pages/2020/7/30/the-legacy-of-chinese-railroad-workers
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/asian-heritage-month/important-events.html#a1
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/asian-heritage-month/important-events.html#a1
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/eppp-archive/100/200/301/ic/can_digital_collections/pasttopresent/opportunity/chinese_settlers.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/eppp-archive/100/200/301/ic/can_digital_collections/pasttopresent/opportunity/chinese_settlers.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/eppp-archive/100/200/301/ic/can_digital_collections/pasttopresent/opportunity/chinese_settlers.html
https://www.google.ca/imghp?hl=en&tab=ri&authuser=0&ogbl
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R340826N9XM?WS=PackagePres&Flat=1&FR_=1&W=947&H=499
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R340826N9XM?WS=PackagePres&Flat=1&FR_=1&W=947&H=499
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R340826N9XM?WS=PackagePres&Flat=1
https://www.google.ca/imghp?hl=en&tab=ri&ogbl
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• What problems did it face as it was being built? (E.g. Pacific Scandal of 1872-73)  
• What natural and manmade resources were needed to build the CPR?  
• What kind of manpower was needed? (Why was it a major problem?)  
• How were Chinese railway workers treated?  
• What and when was “The Last Spike?”  
• What did the CPR do for Canada?  
• Information about the Maverick “author” 

 
Once all the information has been researched, students will begin writing the content and 
planning out the layout of their brochure. The brochure should include a title, sub-titles, a map, 
information about the Maverick “author,” and neat and colourful illustrations or photographs. 
Students should make sure their brochure contains interesting and accurate information about 
the CPR, is attractive to look at and neatly laid out, and is properly edited. 
 
Assessment and Evaluation  

• Students and their teacher should develop their own rubric by identifying evaluation 
criteria for the project that will match their own learner outcomes. This allows students to 
understand the expectations for their work and to have input into the ongoing evaluation 
process.  

• Individually or in small groups, students might evaluate the work of two or three other 
students in order to gain insight into how their peers approached the project.  

• A project journal may be used for information gathering as well as for reflective writing as 
the process is taking place. Students can pose questions, vent frustrations, synthesize 
their work, examine their process, and even wonder about what they are missing or what 
is still needed for their project. This may be completed as a group or individually. 

 
Ideas to Enrich this Project  

• Students can plan out the number of kilometers and time spent traveling on a modern 
train or a historic train to get across Canada. They could also find out the total costs of 
either the historical or modern trip.  

• Students can use copyright free photographs from Google Images site to add onto their 
brochures.  

 

https://www.google.ca/imghp?hl=en&tab=ri&authuser=0&ogbl

