Wavericks

AN INCORRIGIBLE HISTORY OF ALBERTA

Held Accountable by the Media...

Writing News Articles to Understand How Governments & Politics Affect
Their Citizens

Introduction

Students need to understand how individuals and groups can impact the decision making of
local and provincial governments, including ways that leaders are held accountable to their
constituents. They will also begin to recognize the diverse political history that Alberta has, from
different political parties to the rise of many political Mavericks. What is the history of Alberta
politics? Why is politics important to every citizen in a democratic country? Why is the media
important in the political arena?

Project Explanation

In this project, students will develop an appreciation of the power of the press in holding
politicians accountable to their constituencies. Students will research and write historical news
articles about political mavericks from Alberta and discuss why a free media is needed for a
democracy to function properly.

Materials and Resources Needed

o Mavericks: An Incorrigible History of Alberta

e CBC Archives: Electing Dynasties: Alberta Campaigns Since 1935
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/alberta-campaigns

e Commission of Inquiry into the Sponsorship Program and Advertising Activities
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sponsorship-program-and-
advertising-activities-gomery-inquiry-commission-of-inquiry-into

e Adscam Reveals Deeper Government Mismanagement
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/adscam-reveals-deeper-government-
mismanagement

o MediaSmarts - Canada’s Centre for Media and Digital Literacy
https://mediasmarts.ca/

o Google Images
https://www.google.ca/imghp?hl=en&tab=ri&authuser=0&ogbl

o Glenbow Library and Archives Digital Collection
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-
management/2R340826N9XM?WS=PackagePres&Flat=1&FR_=1&W=916&H=495#/Da
mView&VBID=2R3BXZVJFP8H&PN=1&WS=PackagePres
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Procedures

The media is one way politicians are held accountable to the people they represent in their
electorate. Students will research and write a news article based on one of the Mavericks
included in the “Politics” section of the Mavericks: An Incorrigible History of Alberta site. The
students will act as journalists who will report on one of the major events from the political
career of one of the Maverick politicians (it could even be on a Maverick from another section).
Students will work individually or in small groups to research and gather information as reporters
from the Mavericks site. They will then work on their own to write the actual article.

To introduce the project, have the students collect and read politics-related news stories from
the newspaper. Have them examine the style, tone and layout of the writing, as well as the
important parts each article includes. Are any of these events important enough that students in
2105 will read about them? What events that have taken place in their lifetime do they think
students in 2105 will know about or study?

Review the main parts of a news article with the students, including the main “W” questions,
which include:

e Who or what is the news?

o Where did it happen?

¢ When did it happen?

¢ Who was involved?

¢ How did it happen?

o Why did it happen?

Explain to the students that they’ll be writing news articles about historic Alberta political events,
and that the articles must answer these five questions.

Have the students or groups choose one of the Mavericks to research. As they learn about that
person, they will need to pick a specific event to research and write about. Students can use
textbooks, encyclopaedias, and other websites, in addition to Mavericks, if they feel they need
more information. Groups should make sure all members have all information before breaking
up to individually write their own articles. Once their article is developed, the students may use
the Glenbow Library and Archives Digital Collection, as well as Google Images to find
photographs to accompany their writing.

After all students are done their news articles, they can examine the question of “Why is a free
media needed for a democracy to function properly?” There are many articles about ADSCAM
and the Gomery Inquiry, and at the time, the news had been full of them. How does the media
affect the importance of these political events?
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Assessment and Evaluation

o After the teacher and students collaboratively create a rubric, students should use it as a
guide for their learning as they are working through the process, regularly checking that
all the needed elements are included in their work and revising as needed. The rubric
can then be used as a formal evaluative tool when they have completed their project.

e Students may use their rubric as a guide for writing a self-assessment of their project
work. They will determine their level for each of the categories and use the criteria
specified in their rubric to justify them.

o After completing the project, students may talk or journal about what they felt they did
very positively, what they had difficulty with, and how they would change how they would
approach a similar project in the future.

Ideas to Enrich this Project

e Students could work in groups to put their articles and photos together to make the front
page of a political newspaper. They could come up with a creative name for their paper
and work together to create a layout.
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